UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE

In rereading the narrative after a long interval
there occurs the inevitable reflection that the realities
out of which it was spun were material for another
kind of study of this little group of church musicians
than is found in the chapters here penned so lightly,
even so farcically and flippantly at times. But cir-
cumstances ""would have rendered any aim at a deeper,
more essential, more transcendent handling unadvis-
able at the date of writing; and the exhibition of the
Mellstock Quire in the following pages must remain
the only extant one, except for the few glimpses of
that perished band which I have given in verse
elsewhere.

T. H.

April 1912.